Food Chains
[image: image2.jpg]



The feeding of one organism upon another in a _____________ of food transfers is known as a food chain. Another definition is _________________________________

_________________________________________________
     A simple food chain is like the following: 
· the _________________ is the primary producer

· the aphids are the ________________ because they suck the juice from the rose 
plant

· the beetle is the __________________ because it eats the aphids.

· the chameleon, __________________, eats the beetle. 

· the hawk is the ___________________ because it eats the ______________  _______________, the chameleon. 

· the hawk eventually dies and its remains are broken down by __________________________________________________________________
· Except in deep-sea hydrothermal ecosystems, all food chains start with ____________________________ and will end with ______________________. 

· The ___________________________________ states that energy cannot be 
created or destroyed; it can only be changed from one form to another. 
· Energy for the functioning of an ecosystem comes from the _________. 
· Food chains generally have the same pattern:

	Rose plant
	Aphids
	Beetle
	Chameleon
	Hawk
	Bacteria

	
	
	
	
	
	


Food Webs
In an ecosystem there are many different food chains and many of these are cross-linked to form a food web. Ultimately all plants and animals in an ecosystem are part of this complex food web.
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The second law of thermodynamics states that whenever energy is transformed, there is a loss energy through the release of heat.
Trophic Levels
Trophic levels are the ​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________ in a _______________ such as primary producers, herbivore, primary carnivore, etc. Green plants form the ____________________, the producers. Herbivores form the ___________________, while carnivores form the third and even the _____________________. Animals at the top of a food chain are called ____________________________. 
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