The System Concept

The system concept is a helpful way to break down a large complex problem into smaller, more easily studied pieces.  

A system can be defined as:

The earth itself is a closed system.  The boundaries permit the exchange of energy, but not matter, with its surroundings.  
Smaller systems within the Earth are open systems in which matter and energy is exchanged across its boundaries. The layer of our planet where living things exist and interact is called the __________.

The biosphere exchanges matter and energy with three other major systems: 
1)  
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‘The atmosphere refers to
the gases that suround Earin

‘The hydrosphere refers to
all parts of Earth with water

‘The biosphere refers to
allparts of Earth with living things




2) 
3)  
