The Planets and Astronomical Units 
· the planets that orbit our Sun are different from one another but there are similar features

· inner planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars are called the terrestrial planets because they are rocky in composition

· outer planets (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune) are all gaseous in composition

Pluto is in a category all by itself.  

In order to study the planets we need a scale.  We use Earth as a standard to establish our scale.  

For example:

