Sustainability 
Earth’s population has increased at an incredible rate since the 1800’s (the start of the Industrial Revolution).  Our population now is around _____________________.  Population doubling time is now 60 years. (This means that in ____________ years there could be 12 billion people on the planet!)

Is this a problem?
· Yes!  The ___________ ______________ for humans is unknown, but is closely linked to energy supplies (especially fossil fuels)
· Some experts estimate carrying capacity at around ____________ _________________ people
Recall: Carrying capacity is the _________________ of organisms that can be supported __________________ by an ecosystem.  

We must work on sustainability (sustainable development) if we are to survive.
Sustainability is using the earth’s resources at levels that can continue __________________________.  

Ways to increase sustainability:

· Eat locally grown food

· Avoid processed foods

-  
· Eat less meat (meat production needs lots of _______ for animal feed and this uses ___________ ____________)

· __________, _________ your bike, or take public transit

· Turn ____________ lights or appliances when not in use

· Take ______________ showers

· ______________ and ______________
In order to become more aware of our actions it may be useful to calculate our ecological footprint.

This is the _______________ of impact an ______________ has on the environment.

Calculate your Ecological Footprint:
http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/kids_home.aspx
What is your ecological footprint?  What can you do to reduce your ecological footprint?
