Moving Charges

In a circuit the negative charges are pushed through a conductor by a battery or a source of energy.

This movement of charge is called CURRENT.  Electrical current is defined as the amount of charge that passes a point in a conducting wire every second.  In simplified terms:
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or in symbols
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Where: 
Current is measured in Amperes (A)



Charge is measured in Coulombs (C)



Time is measured in seconds (s)

The instrument used to measure current is called an Ammeter.
1.
If 240 Coulombs of charge pass a point in a conductor in 

5.0 minutes, what is the current through that point in the 
conductor?  

2.
If the current in a circuit is 2.5 A, how long would it take for 

950 C of charge pass by a single point?

3.
How much charge will pass through a point in a conductor in three

minutes if the current is 0.85 A ?
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