Ecology
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Ecology is study how ________ things interact with _______ other and __________ else in the ________________.  

Ecologists focus their attention on __________ 
in order to organize their studies.

Ecosystems can be very large or very small.

For example:


The Ecosystem Concept
An ecosystem is all the ________ (living) parts of a certain place, as well as the ways they interact with the other biotic (living) parts and with the __________ (non-living) parts of that place.

Biotic Factors (living) 
e.g. 

Abiotic Factors (non-living)

e.g. 

Some ecosystems are based on _____, such as a forest, a desert and a city.  Land based ecosystems are called _____________ ecosystems.
Other ecosystems are based on _______, such as a pond, a lake, a river and an ocean.  Water based ecosystems are called ___________ ecosystems.

Classifying our Biotic Environment 
(Trophic Levels)
Many _______________ between living things in ecosystems involve food and feeding.  The living things in an ecosystem can be described based on ________ they get their ___________ from food.
1.
Producers (autotroph)

Any organism that ________ its own food directly from the

__________ environment (carbon dioxide, water and mineral

nutrients) through the process of ______________. 

E.g. green plants

2.
Consumers (heterotroph)

These organisms must ____________ other organisms to obtain 

____________.  Consumers can be further classified according to

their food source.


i)
Carnivores 

ii) 
Herbivores 

iii)
Omnivores 

iv)
Scavengers 


v)
Detritivore









