Biodiversity
Biodiversity describes the ______ of living things found in ecosystems and in the world in general.

For example:

The tropical rain forest ecosystems have many _______ of species of plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, insects, micro-organisms and other living things.  This area has a ____ biodiversity compared to the Tundra ecosystems in the Arctic that have a few species and so a low biodiversity.

A ____ diverse ecosystem will provide more ____ opportunities for the organisms in an ecosystem.  A ____ diverse ecosystem will have less food chains and ______ opportunities for an organism to survive.
We depend on many living species for food, medicines and other products.  It is important that ____ species survive so we can all benefit from each other.

Threats to Biodiversity

For most of modern history, human actions have altered conditions in ecosystems.  These actions have threatened biodiversity within a community or ecosystem and on the Earth as a whole. 
1.
Habitat loss


For Example: 

2.
Alien Species

· species introduced to ____ parts of the biosphere from _____ areas

· also known as introduced species, non-native species and exotic species

· most arrive by ________ and are ________ or _______ to their new environment

· sometimes they can become an __________ species

· invasive species may take over the ______ of native species or their ________
· For Example: 
3.
Overexploitation

· the _____ or ____________ of a resource until it is depleted

· overfishing of ________ _______ and _________ _____
4.
Extinction

· occurs when all the ____________ of a species have _______
