	SNC 1D/1P

Describing and Identifying Substances


Date: _____________



Name:_________________________________

Purpose: 
To identify various substances from their physical properties.

Materials: 
air, vegetable oil, flour, ginger, chlorine gas, salt, sugar, water, alcohol, 



paraffin wax, sulphur, detergent, vinegar, cornstarch, cinnamon, bluestone

aluminum foil, talcum powder
Procedure: 

1.
Identify the physical state of each substance and write it in the chart.


2.
Examine each substance carefully, and describe it as fully as



possible in the observation table.  Use your list of physical properties



to help you.


3.
Try to identify each substance and write the name of the substance



in the last column of the table. 


Observations:
See chart on back of page.

Discussion:



1.
Name two samples that were difficult to identify?  Explain why.

2.
Name two physical properties that could be used to determine the identity of the difficult 

samples.  Explain how using these properties would would help your identification.

3.
Describe at least two situations where it could be important to be able to identify 
substances accurately in each case.


a.
in the science classroom


b.
in the home
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